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Acknowledgment to Traditional Owners

Wind Prospect acknowledges the traditional 
custodians of the land that the project is located on, 
being the Eastern Maar and Gunditjmara peoples, and 
wishes to pay respect to Elders, both past and present. 
We acknowledge the ongoing connection between 
the Traditional Owners with the land and waters

This document provides an overview of the Willatook Wind Farm Project Environment Effects Statement (EES). 

This document provides a non-technical summary of the project, the EES process and the EES report. It also 
includes information on the public exhibition process and how interested parties can make a written submission 
on the EES. For detailed technical information on the project and to understand specific areas of interest, please 
refer to the EES chapters and specialist studies.
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Introduction

The Willatook Wind Farm (the project) is located in Moyne Shire in south-western 
Victoria and consists of up to 59 wind turbine generators, a battery energy 
storage facility and supporting infrastructure. 

The project would generate more than 1,300 gigawatt 
hours of renewable electricity to the National Electricity 
Market annually over 25 years, equivalent to the 
average electricity usage of around 200,000 Victorian 
households. 

It would require a capital investment of at least $800 
million and is expected to add approximately $158.4 
million to the regional economy. About 180 full time 
jobs would be required to construct the project over 
two years. 

The project is located within the South West 
Renewable Energy Zone established by the Victorian 
State Government (Figure 1). This renewable zone is 
centred on the existing Moorabool to Heywood 500 
kilovolt transmission line, which passes through the 
project site. 

The project has been in development for several years 
and has undergone continual refinement to avoid 
and minimise the potential environmental and social 
impacts. These potential impacts were identified 
through engagement with project stakeholders and 
through studies by subject matter experts.

Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd, owned by Wind Prospect 
Pty Ltd (Wind Prospect), is the project proponent. 
Wind Prospect is an independently owned renewable 
energy project developer that has operated in Australia 
since 2000. During that time Wind Prospect has 
gained planning approval for 20 wind farms and two 
solar farms within Australia, totalling more than 3,000 
megawatts of generating capacity.

The project was referred to the Minister for 
Planning (the Minister) in September 2018 under 
the Environment Effects Act 1978. On 27 December 
2018, the Minister determined an Environment Effects 
Statement (EES) was required because of the potential 
for the project to have significant impacts on the 
environment and community. 

This EES captures a wide range of information for 
stakeholders to understand the project’s impacts and 
benefits and will help the Minister’s assessment of the 
acceptability of the project’s environmental effects.
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Figure 1 Victorian Renewable Energy Zones

The project 

Location

The project is in the south-west region of Victoria on 
flat to undulating plains covering more than 4,000 
hectares of mostly private land largely used for sheep 
and cattle grazing and some rural residential living. As 
a result of clearing for agriculture, native vegetation 
within the project site is mostly restricted to scattered 
fragments along roadside reserves and watercourses. 

The proposed site is well suited for a wind farm 
development, with strong prevailing winds and a short 
link to the existing Moorabool to Heywood 500 kilovolt 
transmission line via the Tarrone Terminal Station. The 
area has a low density of houses compared to other 
parts of Victoria and contains an open landscape with 
good road access.

The townships of Orford (~100 people) and 
Hawkesdale (~320 people) are located about four 
kilometres north-east and 10 kilometres south-west of 
the project, respectively (Figure 2). The closest regional 

centres are Port Fairy and Warrnambool, located about 
22 kilometres south and 32 kilometres south-east of 
the project, respectively.

The project is situated to the south of the 
Woolsthorpe–Heywood Road and lies between 
Penshurst–Warrnambool Road to the east and 
Hamilton–Port Fairy Road to the west. Several local 
roads used primarily for landholder access also 
intersect the site. 

The Shaw River and Moyne River pass through 
the western and eastern areas of the project site, 
respectively. During winter and spring low lying areas 
can become inundated and form ephemeral wetlands. 

Figure 2 Project Location
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Project description

The project would harness strong and reliable winds 
to generate renewable energy. This electricity would 
be fed through underground cables to an on-site 
substation, from where it would be exported to the 
Tarrone Terminal Station and the national electricity 
transmission network. 

The key elements of the project are listed below. The 
project is described in detail in Chapter 5 of the EES 
Main Report.

An overview of the project and key infrastructure can 
be seen in Figure 3.

Figure 3 Project Overview

Project development and alternatives

The project would consist of four phases: pre-
construction, construction, operation and 
decommissioning. 

Subject to receiving necessary planning approvals, 
permits and consents, there would be a period to 
secure finance, tender wind turbine supply and 
construction works, and a grid connection.  

The construction process would commence with 
project enabling works, including local road upgrades, 
construction of site access points, a temporary 
construction compound and on-site quarry. 

An on-site quarry is proposed to supply crushed rock 
aggregate for the construction of the project. The 
alternative option of sourcing all quarry material from 
existing quarries has also been assessed as part of the 
EES process. 

The next phase of construction would be civil 
works including development of access tracks, 
construction of wind turbine foundations and turbine 
hardstands, and installation of wind turbine generators, 
underground electrical cabling, and building of the on-
site substation, operations and maintenance facility and 
battery energy storage facility. 

The construction footprint is estimated to be 222.3 
hectares (or 5.4% of the site). Of this area, 99.5 
hectares (or 2%) would be used for the life of the 
project and 122.8 hectares would be rehabilitated once 
construction is complete.

The Port of Portland is proposed to be the primary 
port of entry for major imported components. An 
over-dimensional vehicle transport route has been 
nominated between the port and the project site. 

Access to the site would be provided by Woolsthorpe-
Heywood Road, Tarrone North Road and several  
local roads.

Project construction is anticipated to take about 
two years, commencing in 2024 subject to a 
planning permit and project financing being 
obtained in early 2023. 

Construction would be undertaken in line with EPA 
guidelines, with work generally occurring between 
7am and 6pm Monday to Friday and 7am and 1pm on 
Saturdays. Any specific works required to be completed 
outside of these hours would only occur in consultation 
with the Moyne Shire Council and the community.

Once the wind turbines are in operation, the project 
would be monitored by both on-site staff and remote 
monitoring. Around nine staff, mostly involved in 
technical maintenance, would be located on-site. 
These on-site staff and specialised contractors 
would carry out routine and responsive operation, 
maintenance and repair activities. The project would 
have an operating life of 25 years.

The project includes:
• up to 59 wind turbine generators each consisting 

of foundations, a hardstand area, tower, 
three rotor blades with a maximum height of 
250 metres and a minimum height of 40 metres, 
and a nacelle

• access tracks with a final width of six metres to 
provide access to each wind turbine and supporting 
infrastructure from the public road network 

• underground electricity cables laid within trenches 
up to one metre below the surface to connect 
wind turbines to an on-site substation, which 
would connect to the existing Tarrone Terminal 
Station via a short overhead line

• a battery energy storage system with a nominal 
capacity of 200 megawatts/400 megawatt hours 
located next to the on-site substation would store 
electricity and dispatch electricity when demand 
is higher and/or supply decreases

• an operations and maintenance building, located 
next to the on-site substation 

• up to three meteorological masts up to 150 
metres in height supporting meteorological 
monitoring equipment

• temporary construction infrastructure including 
construction compounds, concrete batching 
plants and laydown areas and washdown.
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Following the operating life of the project, the decision 
on whether to refurbish, replace or remove the wind 
turbines would be subject to an assessment of the 
economic viability closer to the time, in consultation 
with the landowners and approval authorities. 

Decommissioning would take about six months. Large 
equipment, such as cranes, excavators and graders 
and large vehicles would be required for removal of 
blades and towers. Most above ground components 
of the project can be recycled at the end of their life, 
including the steel towers and copper contained within 
each wind turbine. 

The project area was selected after an extensive site 
selection process across the entire state of Victoria. 
A strong wind resource, proximity to the transmission 
network (and an existing terminal station), relatively 
low population density, and anticipated manageable 
environmental impacts were key factors in selecting 
the area for development. 

The project development process is shown in Figure 4.

The initial project was based on 190 wind turbines, each 
with a maximum blade tip height of 152 metres and an 
associated total capacity of up to 350 megawatts. 

The project evolved to comprise up to 86 wind 
turbines after engagement with landowners, the 
incorporation of environmental and social sensitivities 
and constraints from specialist studies, and advances in 
wind turbine technology. 

This was the concept design referred under 
the Victorian Environment Effects Act 1978 and 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) in 2019.

After the decision by the Minister that an EES was 
required, more detailed and extensive environmental, 
social, cultural and engineering studies were 
commissioned. These resulted in further refinement of 
the project design.

The final project layout has been designed to avoid 
and minimise impacts to key environmental and social 
values using buffers. 

Key values to which project buffers were applied 
include:

• dwellings and townships

• areas of Aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity, 
including areas containing known Aboriginal cultural 
heritage places or sites 

• Brolga breeding habitat 

• mapped EPBC Act-listed ecological communities 
and areas of native vegetation 

• wetlands and watercourses

• groundwater dependent ecosystems

• existing roads and transmission lines

• local airstrips.

Project benefits

Employment

The project is predicted to provide about 180 direct 
full time equivalent (FTE) jobs during construction 
and 12 ongoing full time equivalent jobs during wind 
farm operation.

The project would also indirectly support jobs in 
the Moyne Shire and surrounding local government 
areas. Up to 290 indirect FTE jobs are anticipated 
during construction through supply chains and local 
service industries and up to 35 ongoing indirect FTE 
jobs once the wind farm is operating. About nine of 
those ongoing indirect FTE jobs are anticipated to be 
in the region.

Economic benefits

Of the $800 million total capital expenditure of 
the project, an estimated $120 million would be 
retained in the region including wages, contracts 
and other services. There would also be benefits to 
local and regional businesses and service providers 
providing accommodation and other services to the 
construction workforce.

Ongoing economic stimulus in the region is predicted 
to be $158.4 million (calculated over 25 years) 
associated with the operation of the wind farm via 
financial returns to Moyne Shire, host landowners, 
neighbour benefit program payments and local 
wages. This would include rates to the Moyne Shire 
of about $600,000 each year during the project’s 
operational life.

Project identification and refinement

Preliminary assessment of locations based on:
 – Wind resource
 – Proximity to grid connection 
with capacity

 – Low dwelling density
 – Environmental constraints

Detailed analysis to establish the suitability of the sites considering:
 – Supportive host landowners
 – Potential for significant 
environmental effects

 – Condition of road network
 – Transport route to port for 
turbine components

 – Avoidance of coastal areas (high 
amenity value and usually higher 
population density)

 – Appropriate planning zone(s)

Preliminary on-site assessments of site constraints including: 
 – Flora and fauna
 – Aboriginal heritage

 – Stakeholder engagement

Detailed assessments of site constraints including: 
 – Noise 
 – Landscape and visual amenity
 – Flora and fauna
 – Aboriginal heritage 
 – Historical heritage
 – Traffic and transport
 – Social and economic

 – Hydrology and hydrogeology
 – Aviation
 – Electromagnetic interference
 – Shadow flicker
 – Geoheritage
 – Air quality
 – Land use and planning

Further project refinement based on 
technical assessments concluding with 

the design presented within the EES

Constraints considered

Extensive search for suitable wind 
farm locations within Victoria with a 
short list of potential sites selected

Following detailed analysis to establish 
the suitability of the sites, Willatook 

selected as the preferred project location 
with an initial design developed

Concept design developed based on 
preliminary investigations, which was referred 

to State and Commonwealth Governments

Figure 4 Project development process undertaken for the Willatook Wind Farm 
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Community

The project’s $20,000 annual Sponsorship Fund will 
continue to operate until a decision is made on the 
project’s permit application. 

If constructed, a Community Benefit Fund of up 
to $59,000 per year (based on $1,000 per turbine), 
would be established. A fund committee, made up 
of a number of community representatives and a 
representative from the wind farm company, would 
decide what projects or organisations are funded.

A Neighbour Benefit Sharing Program has been 
developed to share benefits more broadly with the 
local community. The program would be eligible 
to landowners living within six kilometres of a 
constructed wind turbine. The program includes a 
one-off construction payment, an annual Neighbour 
Benefit Payment of between $1,000 and $30,000 and 
an Energy Cost Offset plan valued at up to $2,000 
per year. 

The total estimated value of the program is around 
$900,000 per year for the life of the project, 
which would also be expected to have regional 
economic benefits.

The project would also upgrade several roads to 
provide access for the oversized project infrastructure 
components such as wind turbine blades and tower 
sections. These upgrades would also improve the road 
conditions for local road users in the longer term. 

Environmental

The project would contribute significantly to the 
Victorian Renewable Energy Target of 50 per cent 
by 2030 and provide enough power to the National 
Electricity Market to power about 200,000 homes with 
renewable energy.

Provided the electricity generated by the project 
replaces electricity generated by brown coal, this 
would save about 1.3 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
each year.
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Figure 5 Neighbour Benefit Sharing Program

Planning for the project

Requirement for an EES

On 27 December 2018 the Minister assessed the 
EES referral for the project and determined an EES 
was required because of the potential for the project 
to have significant effects on the people and the 
environment. The reasons for this decision were due to 
potential significant effects to:

• threatened fauna listed under both the Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) and EPBC Act, 
particularly Brolga and Southern Bent-wing Bat

• threatened flora listed under both the FFG Act and 
EPBC Act

• geoheritage and geoscience values of the area

• visual amenity values of the area.

The Minister also determined the project has the 
potential for cumulative adverse effects (in particular on 
biodiversity and amenity values) due to other operating 
and approved wind farms in the vicinity.

EES purpose

The Environment Effects Act 1978 provides for the 
assessment of projects that are capable of having a 
significant adverse effect on the environment, which is 
taken to encompass “the physical, biological, heritage, 
cultural, social health, safety and economic aspects of 
human surroundings including the wider ecological 
and physical systems within which humans live”. 

The EES aims to provide sufficient information to 
enable the Minister to prepare a final assessment of the 
effects of a project. The Minister’s assessment is then 
“provided to relevant decision-makers to enable them 
to make decisions about a proposal in the knowledge 
of its environmental effects and the Minister’s advice 
about whether the proposal provides an acceptable 
outcome” (Ministerial guidelines for assessment of 
environmental effects under the Environment Effects 
Act 1978). The information required within an EES 
includes:

• a description of the proposed activities 

• assessment of relevant alternatives 

• a detailed assessment and description of 
the potential effects to the environment and 
communities

• measures proposed to avoid, mitigate and/or offset a 
range of potential effects 

• an environmental management framework which 
establishes the environmental outcomes that must 
be achieved across the life of a project.

All of the above information can be found within this 
EES. Refer to Table 1.1 for the structure of the EES and 
where specific information is covered.
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Scoping requirements 

The final Scoping Requirements for Willatook Wind 
Farm Environment Effects Statement (scoping 
requirements) were issued by the Minister in August 
2019 after consideration of the EES referral and public 
submissions on the draft scoping requirements. 
The scoping requirements specify the matters to be 
investigated and documented within the EES and 
include draft evaluation objectives for each of the 
topics to be addressed. 

These topics and evaluation objectives are summarised 
in Figure 6. Key issues to be addressed through the 
EES process to meet the draft evaluation objectives 
(as contained within the scoping requirements) are 
included in relevant technical chapters in the main EES 
document.

To avoid or minimise potential adverse effects on biodiversity values within 
and near the project site including native vegetation, listed threatened 
species and ecological communities, and habitat for these species. Where 
relevant, offset requirements are to be addressed consistent with state and 
Commonwealth policies.

To maintain the functions and values of aquatic environments, surface water 
and groundwater quality and stream flows and avoid adverse effects on 
protected beneficial uses.

To minimise and manage potential adverse effects for the community with 
regard to landscape and visual amenity.

To minimise and manage potential adverse effects to geoheritage values.

To minimise and manage adverse air quality and noise and vibration effects 
on residents and local communities as far as practicable during construction, 
operation and decommissioning having regard to applicable limits, targets  
or standards.

To avoid or minimise adverse effects on Aboriginal and historic cultural heritage 
and associated values.

To avoid and minimise adverse effects on land use (including agricultural 
and residential), social fabric of the community (with regard to wellbeing, 
community cohesion), local infrastructure, electromagnetic interference, 
aviation safety and to neighbouring landowners during construction, operation 
and decommissioning of the project.

To avoid and minimise adverse effects on roads and road users during 
construction, operation and decommissioning of the project.

Biodiversity 
and habitat

Catchment 
values and 
hydrology

Landscape 
and visual

Geoheritage 
values

Amenity

Cultural 
heritage

Land use and 
socio-economic

Traffic and  
roads

Figure 6 Draft evaluation objectives

EES process

The EES process is managed by the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) on 
behalf of the Minister. DELWP convened a Technical 
Reference Group, consisting of representatives 
from Victorian Government agencies and regional 
authorities with an interest in matters affected by 
the project, as well as the Moyne Shire Council. In 
conjunction with the Technical Reference Group, 
DELWP provided advice throughout the assessment 
process, including on the adequacy of the EES in 
responding to the final scoping requirements.

Project approvals

The Minister for Planning will prepare an assessment 
of the EES, which will provide advice and 
recommendations to relevant statutory authorities that 
will issue the permits, consents and licences required 
to construct, operate and close the project.

A copy of the Minister for Planning’s assessment report 
will be provided to the Commonwealth Government 
to inform the Commonwealth Minister for the 
Environment’s assessment report under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. If the 
Minister for the Environment decides to approve the 
project, conditions of approval can be applied.

Under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 the 
Minister for Planning is the Responsible Authority 
for all large energy generation facilities and utility 
installations, which includes wind farms. A planning 
permit application has been prepared and is planned to 
be exhibited alongside the EES. A Planning Permit is the 
key approval required to progress the project. 

Under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, Aboriginal 
cultural heritage is protected by requiring planning 
permit applicants to prepare a Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan if and when their proposed actions 
pose a risk to Aboriginal cultural heritage. Construction 
of a wind energy facility is defined as a high impact and 
as such a mandatory Cultural Heritage Management 
Plan is required. The cultural heritage management 
plan for the project will be evaluated by First Peoples 
Stage Relations (formally Aboriginal Affairs Victoria).

The option to develop an on-site quarry requires a work 
authority under the Mineral Resources (Sustainable 
Development) Act 1990, regulated by Earth Resources 
Regulation (part of the Department of Jobs, Precincts 
and Regions). To obtain a work authority, the project 
must prepare a work plan for the proposed quarry for 
approval by Earth Resources Regulation

More information on project approvals is provided in 
Chapter 5 of the EES Main Report.
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Potential impacts 

The project has the potential to impact on environmental and social values. Potential impacts will be 
avoided, minimised or effectively managed in accordance with the environmental management measures 
and compliance with all relevant environmental laws, approvals, approval conditions and environmental 
management plans and procedures. 

Environment

Construction of a large infrastructure development 
requires physical disturbance of the land to build wind 
turbines and supporting infrastructure. Construction 
earthworks would result in the removal of some native 
vegetation and fauna habitat, the creation of several 
watercourse crossings, and alteration of landscape 
features. This has the potential to impact the existing 
biodiversity and fauna habitats, hydrology and would 
modify the existing geoscience values of the volcanic 
landscape. 

An on-site basalt quarry is proposed to supply crushed 
rock during project construction. This would result in 
temporary, localised lowering of the water table from 
groundwater around the quarry. 

During operation of the wind farm, there is a risk that 
some birds and bats would collide with wind turbine 
blades. Species most at risk are high-flying species. 

Amenity

During project construction, noise- and vibration-
generating activities will include works associated with 
civil works, operation of the on-site quarry, foundation 
construction, electrical infrastructure works, and 
turbine erection. This has the potential to disturb the 
amenity at nearby neighbouring dwellings. These same 
activities would generate dust, particularly from the 
quarry, which could have adverse effects to air quality. 

During the operation of the project, noise would be 
produced from the wind turbines (from wind turbine 
generators and the movement of rotor blades), and 
the on-site substation, battery facility and ancillary 
equipment (such as transformers, inverters and cooling 
systems). Rotating wind turbine blades can cause a 
flickering effect to people nearby, which can cause 
annoyance.

Visual impacts are influenced by the prominence 
of wind turbines in particular views, but also by the 
personal perception of the viewer. The presence of 
large wind turbines would change visual character of 
the landscape. This would have visual effects on public 
and private views from dwellings. 

Community and culture

During construction, temporary negative social and 
community impacts associated with construction 
activities, increased traffic on local roads, and the 
presence of a construction workforce could affect the 
community’s sense of place. At this time, there would 
be increased employment opportunities and economic 
benefits within the region. 

Construction of the project also has the potential to 
impact on both tangible and intangible cultural heritage 
(both Aboriginal and historical). 

Some social impacts may remain during the 
operational phase of the project, particularly the 
cumulative effects from the nearby existing and 
approved wind farms. There would, however, be 
ongoing economic benefits through the financial 
returns to host landowners, neighbour benefit and 
community fund payments, and through financial 
returns to Council via rates.

Infrastructure

The project would result in increased traffic on local 
roads (including more heavy vehicles) and temporary 
changes to the road network affecting access and 
movement on local roads. These effects would 
primarily occur during the two-year construction phase 
of the project. 

The installation of wind turbines has the potential to 
cause electromagnetic interferences with existing 
communication services including broadcast radio 
and television, meteorological radars, and wireless and 
satellite internet, and radiocommunication licences. 
By introducing new obstacles (i.e., wind turbines and 
meteorological masts), there is the possibility that the 
operation of nearby aerodromes and local aviation 
activities could be affected.

There are also a range of other hazards relating to land 
use, bushfire and waste management that need to be 
considered.

Studies conducted to assess potential impacts

To assess potential impacts 15 technical studies were completed by subject matter experts. These included:

• Geoheritage

• Biodiversity and habitat

• Brolga

• Groundwater and surface water

• Noise and vibration

• Landscape and visual

• Traffic and transport

• Land use and planning

• Social and economic

• Aboriginal cultural heritage

• Historical heritage

• Air quality

• Shadow flicker

• Electromagnetic interference

• Aviation 

The assessment process for the project is shown in Figure 7.

 Technical Experts  Stakeholders  Wind Prospect

Prepare concept design

Update design to avoid and minimise potential impacts (i.e., develop reference design)

Apply further mitigation measures to minimise residual impacts

Develop Environmental Management Framework
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Figure 7 Assessment process 
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Community involvement

The project team has actively engaged with 
community and other stakeholders throughout the 
development of the project to develop a project that 
considers the full range of local opinions, incorporates 
local knowledge of the environment, and minimises 
potential impacts and improves project outcomes.

Community and stakeholder engagement started in 
2010 during the project feasibility stage and included 
the distribution of newsletters to dwellings within 10 
kilometres of the project. A neighbour doorknock of 
properties was carried out within three kilometres of 
the project site and local organisations and businesses 
were contacted to let them know about the project. 
A community engagement committee with local 
representatives was established around that time by 
the Moyne Shire Council and has subsequently held 
30 meetings.

During 2014 the development of the project was 
slowed considerably due to government policy 
uncertainty. Community engagement and stakeholder 
consultation activities increased in 2017 when 
development activity ramped up. 

At the start of the EES process a Technical Reference 
Group was established by DELWP to advise on the 
scoping and adequacy of the EES impact assessments 
and chapters. Consultation and engagement with the 
Technical Reference Group has occurred throughout 
the EES process, up until lodgement for exhibition. 

Continued engagement with the local community also 
occurred throughout the EES process and consisted 
of open days (Figure 12), a shop front at Koroit and 
doorknocks at dwellings within six kilometres of 
proposed wind turbine locations.

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic impacted the 
ability to carry out in-person engagement activities 
throughout much of 2020 and 2021. However, during 
this time, a virtual presence was maintained through 
the project website, email and phone, updates 
provided to the community engagement committee, 
and project update newsletters were distributed in 
June 2020, April 2021, September 2021, December 
2022  and March 2022.

A timeline of community engagement activities is 
shown in Figure 8.

13 newsletters posted to landowners within 10 kilometres of the project site and other interested parties

30 meetings held with the Community Engagement Committee between 2010 and May 2022
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Mar 2010: Doorknock (properties 
within 5 km of proposed turbines)

Community engagement 
committee established

Project development slowed 
(community engagement committee 

did not meet during this time)

Aug 2017: Doorknock (properties 
within 3-5 km of proposed turbine)

Feb 2018: Public meeting 
(Willatook Hall)

Feb 2020: Doorknock 
(properties within 6 km 

of proposed turbine)

Jul 2019: Community 
engagement sessions

Sep 2019: Project information 
booklet distributed (properties 

within 10km of project)

Oct-Dec 2019: Koroit shopfront 
drop-in open for 12 weeks

Nov 2019: Doorknock (properties 
within 6 km of proposed turbine)

Nov 2019: Public excursions

Further information 
sessions and targeted 

consultation planned during 
exhibition of the EES

Mar 2022: Drop-in community 
information session at Orford Hall

Apr 2022: Online technical 
presentations relating to the 
project design, noise, visual 

and ecological aspects

Dec 2020: Neighbour 
Benefit Sharing Program 
information distributed

Figure 8 Timeline of community engagement activities 
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How to get involved

As required by the Environment Effects Act 1978 and the decision by the Minister, the EES and planning permit 
application will be on public exhibition for at least 30 business days. 

During this time the public are invited to review the EES documents and make written submissions.

Exhibition

The EES and planning permit application for the permit 
will be on public exhibition between Monday 4 July 
2022 and Friday 12 August 2022.

The EES, and planning permit application and 
supporting documentation can be downloaded  
from the project website:  
www.willatookwindfarm.com.au/planning

Hard copies can be viewed at the following locations:

Mortlake Council Office:
1 Jamieson Avenue, Mortlake 

Monday to Friday from 8.45 am to 4.45 pm 

Port Fairy Council Office:
Princes Street, Port Fairy VIC 3284

Monday to Friday from 8.45am to 4.45pm

Koroit Library:
102 High Street, Koroit

Monday 10.00 am to 1.00 pm 
Wednesday  1.00 pm to 5.00 pm 
Friday  11.00 am to 5.00 pm 
Saturday  10.00 am to 12 noon

State Library Victoria
328 Swanston Street, Melbourne

10.00am to 6.00pm seven days a week

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning:
8 Nicholson Street, Melbourne 

Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm 

 
A USB flash drive will be sent to any stakeholder at any 
time during the public exhibition period upon request. 

Hard copies of the EES and planning permit application 
can be obtained from Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd at 
cost by contacting:

Tel: 1800 934 313 
Email: info@willatookwindfarm.com.au 

Submissions

Submissions on the EES

The submission process for the EES is independently 
managed by Planning Panels Victoria (PPV) and any 
enquiries regarding the management of submissions 
for the EES and the Inquiry and Hearing process should 
be directed to PPV. Only one submission on the EES is 
needed to address all your views about the project, its 
effects, and the relevant documents. 

Online submissions on the EES are preferred and 
can be lodged via an online form on the Victorian 
Government’s engagement website: https://engage.
vic.gov.au/willatook-wind-farm-inquiry

Where a submitter on the EES is unable to lodge a 
submission online, they must contact PPV through 
the DELWP Customer Call Centre on 136 186 
(select option 6) and request a hardcopy submission 
coversheet. Each hardcopy submission must be 
accompanied by a completed coversheet issued by 
PPV for privacy reasons.

All submissions must state the name and address of the 
person making the submission. Petitions will be treated 
as a single submission and only the first names from 
a petition will be registered and contacted. Pro-forma 
submitters will be registered and contacted individually 
if they provide their contact details. However, pro-
forma submitters who want to be heard at the Hearing 
will be encouraged to present as a group, given their 
submissions raise the same issues.

Submissions on the EES will be treated as public 
documents and will be published on the Engage 
Victoria website. Do not include personal information 
in the body of your submission (such as your email 
address or phone number) or photos of people, 
particularly children. Your submission and your name 
will be made public.

For more information about the EES submission 
process, contact PPV:

Online:  
https://engage.vic.gov.au/willatook-wind-farm-inquiry 
Tel: 136 186 (select option 6) 
Email: planning.panels@delwp.vic.gov.au

Submissions on the planning permit applications

Objections or submissions for the planning permit 
applications are being collected by the Minister for 
Planning who is the responsible authority.

Any person who may be affected by the granting of the 
permits may object or make other submissions at either:

Post: PO Box 500, East Melbourne VIC 8002 
Email: Development.Approvals@delwp.vic.gov.au

An objection or submission must be made to the 
responsible authority in writing, include the reasons for 
the objection or submission and state how the objector 
or submitter would be affected. 

Any person who makes an objection or submission on 
the planning permit applications will be contacted by 
Planning Panels Victoria and offered the opportunity 
to make a request to be heard at the public Hearing to 
speak in support of their objection or submission. 

Next steps
Joint inquiry and panel hearing

The Minister has stated in his EES referral decision that 
an independent Inquiry will be appointed to consider 
and report on the environmental effects of the 
proposal through a public hearing. 

It is intended that the Inquiry will also be asked to 
advise on the project’s planning applications, submitted 
alongside the EES. In this case it would form a joint 
Inquiry and Panel. The Inquiry will conduct a hearing, 
which provides an opportunity for those who have 
made submissions on the EES or planning applications 
and indicated they would like to be heard at the 
hearing to speak in support of their written submission.

Following conclusion of the hearing, the Inquiry will 
submit its report to the Minister to inform the Minister’s 
assessment for the project. 

Minister for Planning’s assessment
The Minister for Planning will conclude the EES 
process by issuing a written assessment of the project’s 
environmental impacts under the EE Act. The Minister’s 
assessment is not an approval in its own right, but will 
recommend whether the project’s environmental effects 
are acceptable, and may set out modifications or further 
management measures that the Minister thinks are 
appropriate. The Minister’s assessment is authoritative 
statutory advice that needs to be considered by relevant 
decision makers of project approvals.

The Commonwealth Minister for the Environment will 
also use the advice provided by the Minister in deciding 
whether to approve the project under the EPBC Act 
and what conditions will apply to that approval.
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