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Chapter 19 
Historical cultural heritage 

 Overview 
This chapter is based on the findings of the historical heritage assessment report prepared by 
Ecology and Heritage Partners (provided in Appendix K). It describes historical heritage values identified 
within the project site and considers potential impacts of the construction, operation and decommissioning 
activities of the project on these values. The design has avoided impacts to all heritage places and objects 
that are listed in the Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) and Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) by applying a 
construction buffer to them.  

The historical heritage assessment interrogated relevant heritage registers and databases, previous 
archaeological publications and unpublished reports, and reviewed the local post-contact history to identify 
historical heritage artefacts at the project site. The heritage sites identified included both previously 
recorded in heritage registers and inventories, as well as identifying previously unlisted sites that have been 
submitted for inclusion in the VHI. 

Avoidance by design has been the primary measure to limit impacts to historical heritage. This has included 
establishing buffers in the concept design around all VHI and VHR heritage sites. As such, no impacts on 
listed sites of historical heritage value are anticipated. 

The project would impact the Landers Lane dry stone wall which is not included in the VHI or VHR but is 
protected under Moyne Shire Council’s Planning Scheme Clause 52.33, as it holds some local heritage 
value. These impacts are permissible under the planning scheme and would require a permit from council. 
Where possible, the impacts would be minimised and temporary, with the dry stone wall repaired to its 
original condition.  

The project design has managed to avoid many of the potential impacts to the Landers Lane dry stone wall 
that were identified in the early iterations of the project design. Key design changes have included the 
relocation of the project substation away from Landers Lane, the removal of an overhead transmission line 
along Landers Lane and the implementation of a 100-metre turbine free buffer from Landers Lane. 

As the dry stone wall extends along Landers Lane bisecting the project site, it is difficult to avoid some 
impacts to the wall to accommodate access tracks and cabling routes. Five crossings of the Landers Lane 
dry stone wall for access tracks and cables are proposed, of which two would be rehabilitated 
(i.e., reconstructed) following construction and three would have gates installed. All planned impacts to the 
wall would be provided to Moyne Shire Council to enable them to make a fully informed decision on whether 
to grant a permit for impacts to the Landers Lane dry stone wall. 

To mitigate the risk of additional impacts on yet unknown historical heritage values, an unexpected finds 
protocol would be adhered to throughout construction of the project, with the impacting works to stop until a 
heritage advisor can assess the site and take necessary actions to maintain the identified heritage values. 
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 EES objectives and key issues 
The EES scoping requirements specify the draft evaluation objective and key issue, outlined in Table 19.1, 
relevant to historical heritage that have guided this assessment. 

Table 19.1 EES draft evaluation objective and key issue 

Draft evaluation objective 
Historic cultural heritage: To avoid or minimise adverse effects on Aboriginal or historical cultural heritage 
significance. 

Key issues Destruction of disturbance of sites or places of Aboriginal or historical cultural heritage 
significance. 

 Legislation, policy and guidelines 
Key legislation, policies and guidelines relevant to historical heritage are summarised in Table 19.2. 

Table 19.2 Relevant legislation and guidelines 

Legislation/policy/ 
guideline 

Description Relevance to project 

State 

Planning and 
Environment Act 1987  

The purpose of the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 is to establish 
a framework for planning the use, 
development and protection of land 
in Victoria. The Act sets out the 
process for obtaining permits under 
schemes, settling disputes, 
enforcing compliance with planning 
schemes and permits, and other 
administrative procedures. 

The land within the project site is subject to 
the requirements of the Moyne Planning 
Scheme.  
The Moyne Planning Scheme seeks to 
provide a clear and consistent framework 
within which decisions about the use and 
development of land within Moyne Shire can 
be made.  

Particular Provisions The following Particular Provisions are 
relevant to the project: 
Clause 52.32 Wind Energy Facility 
52.32-6 Decision Guidelines state that 
“Before deciding on an application, in 
addition to the decision guidelines of Clause 
65, the responsible authority must consider, 
as appropriate: 
• The impact of the facility on cultural 

heritage.” 
Clause 52.33 Post Boxes and Dry Stone 
Walls 
Clause 52.33 requires proponents to seek 
permission before demolishing, removing or 
altering any dry stone wall constructed 
before 1940, which includes the Landers 
Lane dry stone walls. The project would 
impact the Landers Lane dry stone walls and 
as such requires a permit from the Moyne 
Shire Council to do so. 
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Legislation/policy/ 
guideline 

Description Relevance to project 

Heritage Act 2017 The Heritage Act 2017 is the 
Victorian Government’s key piece of 
historical heritage legislation. The 
Heritage Act 2017 is administered 
by Heritage Victoria and identifies 
and protects heritage places and 
objects that are of significance to the 
State of Victoria. The VHR provides 
the highest level of statutory 
protection for historical places in 
Victoria. Places included in the VHR 
are subject to the provisions of the 
Heritage Act 2017. 

The project site does not contain any 
heritage places listed in the VHR. The 
project site contains D7321-0040 Landers 
Lane Dry Stone Wall, which was formerly 
listed in the VHI but was delisted. 

Guidelines/policies 

The Burra Charter: the 
Australia ICOMOS 
Charter for Places of 
Cultural Significance, 
2013 

The Burra Charter is a Charter for 
the Conservation of Cultural 
Significance. It defines cultural 
significance as “aesthetic, historic, 
scientific, social or spiritual value for 
past, present or future generations” 
(Australia ICOMOS 1999: 
Section 1.2).  

The Statement of Significance for the 
historical places within the investigation area 
was prepared in accordance with the 
ICOMOS Burra Charter. 

 Method 
The assessment of historical heritage included both desktop and field-based methods. Desktop research 
was used to identify known sites of historical cultural value within the investigation area, which then 
informed targeted ground inspection of selected sites where potential historical places were located. 

19.4.1 Desktop assessment 
The desktop assessment included an examination of relevant heritage registers and databases, previous 
archaeological publications and unpublished reports, and reviewed the post-contact history and 
environmental context of the investigation area.  

The registers and databases used to inform this desktop assessment included: 

• Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) 
• Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) 
• Victorian War Heritage Inventory 
• Local Council – Heritage Overlay 
• National Trust Register 
• Commonwealth and International Heritage Lists. 

Ten previous regional and local historical archaeological investigations were also reviewed, and these 
studies informed the development of the predictive site statement. Refer to Appendix K – Historical heritage 
for details of these previous investigations.  

A predictive site statement was produced from this desktop assessment identifying what types of sites are 
most likely to occur in the investigation area, and where these are most likely to occur.  
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19.4.2 Field assessment 
Field inspections on foot were completed in December 2009, January 2010 and February 2020. A targeted 
method was employed in a 50-metre radius of proposed turbine locations. At each location, four to five 
participants walked two metres apart across each survey area. The remainder of the investigation area was 
surveyed slowly from a vehicle and assessed for the presence of potential historical heritage places. The 
surveyors alighted from the vehicle if there were any exposed areas of ground surface and inspected them. 

All structures or potential historical places were recorded using both camera and drone photography where 
possible. The drone was not used around residential properties, overhead powerlines or outside of the 
permissions obtained for use within the investigation area. 

Assessment of significance methodology was taken from Heritage Victoria guidance, which uses the 
Burra Charter developed by the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS). 

 Investigation area 
A 5-kilometre buffer was applied to the project site during the desktop assessment to create a ‘geographic 
region’ (i.e., investigation area) to assist with the identification of potentially relevant historical heritage 
places. 

The investigation area is located west of Willatook, south-west of Hawkesdale, east of Orford and 
Broadwater, and east and south of Dunmore in south-west Victoria. The investigation area is more than 
7,500 hectares in size and is roughly bounded by Kangertong Road to the north, Tarrone Lane to the south, 
Hamilton-Port Fairy Road to the west and Moyne River to the east.  

 Existing conditions 

19.6.1 Historical heritage places identified during the desktop assessment 
The search of registers and databases identified five historical heritage places within the investigation area, 
which are summarised in Table 19.3. 

Table 19.3 Summary of previously identified historical heritage sites within the investigation area 

Register and Place 
number 

Place name Place type Inside 
project site 

VHI H7321-0022 Moyne River Stone Foundations Foundation of hut/domestic site No 

VHI D7321-0040 Landers Lane Dry stone wall Yes 

VHI D7321-0025 Officer Dry Stone Wall 1 Dry stone wall No 

VHI D7321-0039 Harton Hills Dry Stone Wall 
Complex 

Dry stone wall No 

B3007 & RNE 3785 Dunmore Turkish Bath/Turkish 
Bath House, Woolsthorpe 
Heywood Road 

Structures (bath house and 
associated domestic building/ 
kitchen) 

No 

D7321-0040 Landers Lane is a dry stone wall located within the project site. This historical heritage place is 
delisted from the VHI, however, under Clause 52.33 of the Moyne Planning Scheme proponents are 
required to seek permission before demolishing, removing or altering any dry stone wall constructed before 
1940. Most dry stone walls have been delisted by Heritage Victoria as they typically do not contain sufficient 
archaeological potential for listing in the VHI. Whilst dry stone walls no longer meet the thresholds for 
inclusion in the VHI under the Heritage Act 2017, these sites may contain potential for other reasons and all 
archaeological remains are protected by the blanket provisions of the Heritage Act 2017. 
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In the review of historical documents and previous historical archaeological investigations, five potential 
historical places were indicated to be within the investigation area on a 1942 map of Hawkesdale. These 
places were identified on the 1942 map as being a hut, ruin, Paradise Bridge, Sandy Camp Hut and a 
Pump House. 

The predictive site statement concluded that pastoral sites, dry stone walls, tree plantings, farming and 
domestic sites were the types of historical heritage sites most likely to occur within the investigation area. 

19.6.2 Historical heritage places identified during the field surveys 
A ground survey of the investigation area was conducted to detect the presence of historical cultural 
heritage, or areas of archaeological likelihood, in or associated with the investigation area. Field surveys 
were undertaken in December 2009, January 2010 and February 2020 by Archaeologists and a Heritage 
Advisor from Ecology and Heritage Partners and was informed by the desktop assessment.  

Two previously recorded historical heritage places were identified during the field surveys within the 
investigation area: 

• RNE 3785 & B3007 (Dunmore Turkish Bath House Woolsthorpe Heywood Road, Broadwater) 
• VHI D7321-0040 Landers Lane Dry Stone Wall. 

In addition to these sites, three new historical archaeological sites suitable for listing in the Victorian 
Heritage Inventory were identified during the investigation area surveys: 

• ‘Hut’ site (Willatook) 
• ‘Ruin’ site (Willatook) 
• ‘Paradise Bridge’ (Woolsthorpe-Heywood Road). 

Of these sites, the Dunmore Turkish Bath House, ‘Paradise Bridge’ and ‘Hut’ site are located outside the 
project site. Refer to Figure 19.1 for the locations of all five recorded historical heritage sites. 

The field survey was limited by in some areas due to inaccessibility, including the locations of the 
‘Sandy Camp Hut’ and the ‘Pump House’ shown on historical maps. A drone was used to fly over the areas 
where possible to identify in situ remains, structures or building footprints. 
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Figure 19.1 Location of identified heritage places  
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19.6.3 Previously identified sites 

‘Dunmore’ Turkish bath house  

‘Dunmore’ Turkish Bath House (listed in the Register of the National Estate (RNE) ID 3785 and the 
Register of the National Trust ID B3007) and its associated structures is located within the ‘Dunmore’ 
property on Woolsthorpe-Heywood Road (Figure 19.2, Figure 19.3). These registers are non-statutory 
listings. Following the historical cultural heritage assessment, a site card was submitted to Heritage Victoria 
and the site is now listed as H7321-0103 ‘Dunmore Turkish Bathhouse and homestead kitchen site’. 

The Turkish bath house and kitchen ruin at the former Dunmore homestead site were built in the 1860s. 
The bath house is thought to have been constructed in part by Port Fairy stonemason John Perry for the 
Scottish-born Charles Hamilton Macknight in 1866. It is a Picturesque Gothic styled bluestone structure 
comprising two chambers with a highlight window, portal (triangular pseudo-arch above the highlight 
window) and a steeply pitched roof.  

The Turkish bath house is of historical significance to the State of Victoria as a rare example (if not the only 
example) of a bath house built for a mid-19th century pastoral homestead. It also has local historical 
significance for its association with prominent Western District Scottish squatter Charles Hamilton 
Macknight (1819–1873).  

Overall, the Turkish bath house is currently in a very poor condition and is not being maintained 
(Figure 19.3). Trees growing around the structure are likely causing additional damage to the building.  

The listing of the ‘Dunmore’ Turkish Bath House includes the ruin of a kitchen building associated with the 
Dunmore Estate (Figure 19.5). The ruins of the former kitchen are approximately 25 metres east of the bath 
house (and the site of the old Dunmore homestead). The bluestone kitchen building is in a ruinous state. It 
includes a bread oven and evidence of two rooms, indicating a past residential use. 

The ‘Dunmore’ Turkish Bath House site is located within the investigation area but is not in the location of 
any proposed turbines or wind farm infrastructure, and is not under threat from any of the associated or 
proposed development by the project. 

Figure 19.2 
 Dunmore Turkish Bath House; 

photo by John T Collins, 1968 
(Source: State Library Victoria)  
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Figure 19.3 
 ‘Dunmore’ Turkish Bath House  

Figure 19.4 
 Kitchen site associated with the 

Dunmore Estate John T Collins, 1968 
(Source: State Library Victoria)  

Figure 19.5 
 Remains of kitchen associated 

with the Dunmore Estate  
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Dry stone walls 

Throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries dry stone walls were a 
commonplace way of demarcating land boundaries in western 
Victoria. With the abundancy of basalt on the Victorian Volcanic 
Plain, and the need to clear fields for sheep and cattle grazing as 
well as cropping, it was a common practice to use the stone 
removed from farm paddocks to demarcate land boundaries, create 
paddocks or to demarcate homesteads. 

The project investigation area has several dry stone walls that are, 
in reality, a single wall running north-south along Landers Lane 
which was built in the years after 1840. The Landers Lane dry stone 
walls are within what was the Dunmore Run, a historic property that 
was run by Charles Hamilton Macknight. 

The Landers Lane dry stone walls were listed under the VHI but 
were de-listed (D7321-0040) as they no longer satisfy the significance criteria related to its research 
potential or its technical significance. Heritage Victoria no longer considers dry stone walls to be 
archaeological features as they rarely contain subsurface archaeological deposits.  

While the Landers Lane dry stone walls do not appear on the Heritage Overlay Schedule for the 
Moyne Shire, dry stone walls are protected by Moyne Planning Scheme Clause 52.33, which protects all 
dry stone walls and post boxes. 

For the purpose of the historical cultural heritage assessment, the wall was divided into five walls  
(DSW-1-5), with division being based on breaks such as gates or where the wall has disappeared or been 
intersected by a road. The northernmost sections of the Landers Lane dry stone wall are well-constructed 
free-standing walls with cope stones still in place (refer to Figure 19.6 and Figure 19.7). As the wall 
continues south, the remains of the walls are very low in height, with only a single course up to a maximum 
height of 60 centimetres. The southernmost sections contained composite walls with wire fences and timber 
posts and were often hidden by grass and bushes (refer to Figure 19.8). Some sections are missing 
altogether, either not having been built or cleared later. 

In total, the Landers Lane dry stone walls contain approximately 740 metres of free-standing all-stone walls 
in good condition. Refer to Figure 19.6 to Figure 19.8 for pictures of the Landers Lane dry stone walls. 

The Landers Lane dry stone walls are considered to be of local historical interest but are not considered to 
be of specific archaeological significance. Refer to Table 19.4 for an assessment of the Landers Lane dry 
stone wall against significance criteria taken from the Burra Charter.  

Table 19.4 Assessment of the Landers Lane dry stone walls against the Burra Charter significance 
criteria 

Significance criteria Application to the Landers Lane dry stone walls 

Criterion A: Importance to 
the course or pattern of our 
cultural or natural history 
(historical significance). 

The walls within the project site provide evidence of early land use (including 
farming as well as fencing practices) whereby the material for fencing was 
accumulated from the land within proximity to the surviving walls. They also 
provide a visual reference to early subdivision in the municipality. 
Criterion A is met. 

Criterion B: Possession of 
uncommon, rare or 
endangered aspects of our 
cultural or natural history 
(rarity). 

As an economic form of fencing, dry stone walls are common throughout a 
number of municipalities in Victoria, including Moyne Shire. The northern 
sections of wall are excellent examples of well-built walls, which still have cope 
stones. Though cope stones were common in the western districts, many walls 
have lost these through toppling. 
Criterion B is met. 

Dry stone wall 

A stone wall that has been 
constructed without mortar 
(or other such binding 
material between the stones). 

Cope stones 

Large stones placed along 
the top of a wall to provide 
stability to the structure. 
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Significance criteria Application to the Landers Lane dry stone walls 

Criterion C: Potential to yield 
information that will 
contribute to an 
understanding of our cultural 
or natural history (research 
potential). 

Although dry stone walls are an expression of ‘material culture’ using the 
broader definition of archaeology, Heritage Victoria no longer considers dry 
stone walls to be archaeological features as they rarely contain subsurface 
archaeological deposits. Walls that were previously listed in the VHI have, 
almost without exception, been delisted. 
Criterion C is not met. 

Criterion D: Importance in 
demonstrating the principal 
characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or 
environments 
(representativeness). 

Criterion D relates to representativeness. The northern sections of the 
Landers Lane dry stone wall are intact and are good representative examples 
of early dry stone wall construction in Moyne Shire. They seem to have been 
constructed by an expert stone mason as they are of refined nature. They 
represent some of the best walls which still have cope stones in place in 
Moyne Shire. 
Criterion D is met. 

Criterion E: Importance in 
exhibiting particular aesthetic 
characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 

Criterion E is met for the northernmost sections of the wall. 

Criterion F: Importance in 
demonstrating a high degree 
of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular 
period (technical 
significance). 

The scientific or research potential of dry stone walls will depend on the 
relative quality, rarity or representativeness, and the degree to which they may 
contribute further substantial information. 
Criterion F is not met. 

Criterion G: Strong or special 
association with a particular 
community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual 
reasons. This includes the 
significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part 
of their continuing and 
developing cultural traditions 
(social significance). 

Dry stone walls may hold some value to the people of the Moyne Shire as a 
tangible link with the area’s rural past, however the extent of social significance 
of the dry stone walls was not assessed as part of this assessment. 

Criterion H: Special 
association with the life or 
works of a person, or group 
of persons, of importance in 
our history (associative 
significance). 

The walls in the project site are part of the famous Dunmore Run where 
significant events happened in terms of relationships between Aboriginal 
communities and European settlers, as well as livestock breeding history in 
Victoria. It also associated with a historical figure, Charles Hamilton Macknight 
(1819–1873). Macknight was a prominent figure in the Port Fairy area and 
became a prominent cattle, sheep and horse breeder in the Willatook area, as 
well as a magistrate, regional government councillor and agricultural writer. 
Criterion H is met. 
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Figure 19.6 
 Corner of two dry stone walls at 

the northern end of Landers Lane  

Figure 19.7 
 A well-constructed section of 

dry stone wall with a gate (right)  

Figure 19.8 
 Remaining standing section of 

dry stone wall at southern end of 
Landers Lane with timber pickets and 

wire fence installed  
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19.6.4 Previously unrecorded places 

‘Ruin’ site 

The ‘Ruin’ site contains scattered bluestone blocks and bricks (refer Figure 19.9). The assessment was 
unable to determine the purpose of the ‘Ruin’ site or its features. However, it is most likely that it is the 
remains of a shepherd’s hut or a very early domestic dwelling, demolished prior to 1942.  

The site is likely to have features that may contain subsurface archaeological deposits and therefore, the 
site was submitted to Heritage Victoria for listing in the VHI. The site is now listed as H7321-0105 
Woolsthorpe-Heywood Road Ruin 1. 

The ‘Ruin’ site is not in the location of any proposed project turbines or associated infrastructure. 

‘Hut’ site 

The ‘Hut’ site has the standing remains of a chimney (refer Figure 19.10) and is likely to be the remains of a 
shepherd’s hut or an early dwelling. There may be additional subsurface remains, however it is likely that 
building materials from the site were removed or reused.  

Following the historical heritage assessment, the site was submitted to Heritage Victoria for listing in the 
VHI. The site is now listed as H7321-0104 Woolsthorpe-Heywood Road Hut 1. 

It is noted that the hut site is near, but not in the location of a proposed project turbine location. The turbines 
in this area would not harm the Hut Site.  

Paradise Bridge 

The Paradise Bridge (refer Figure 19.11) is of some historical significance but is outside of the current 
project site, located on the Shaw River, approximately 50 metres north of Woolsthorpe-Heywood Road. 
The bridge is a hybrid structure comprised of reinforced concrete piers, timber railings and iron deck beams. 
The bridge shows what would have been the original road alignment across the Shaw River. The historical 
heritage assessment did not locate any historical information regarding Paradise Bridge other than the 1942 
ordinance map. The concrete piers and iron deck beams indicate a 20th century construction. 

Figure 19.9 
Scatter of remnant material at the  

'Ruin' site  
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Figure 19.10 
Chimney associated with the 'Hut' site  

Figure 19.11 
 Remains of Paradise Bridge  

19.6.5 Other sites investigated 

19.6.5.1 Sandy Camp Hut 

The ‘Sandy Camp Hut’ was unable to be located and may have been demolished. The location identified in 
the desktop assessment has been cleared of trees and rock and rubble, and natural rock (and possibly the 
remains of the hut) have been pushed into a pile in corner of property.  

The ground survey access to the site was restricted, however drone photography was used and did not 
locate any building footprints in the area.  

19.6.5.2 Pump House 

The location of the Pump House is likely to be outside of the project site and was unable to be located 
during the field survey. 



 

19-14 Willatook Wind Farm | Environment Effects Statement 
Historical cultural heritage  

 

19.6.6 Summary of historical heritage features in the project site 
The historical heritage values identified through the assessment by Ecology and Heritage Partners are 
summarised in Table 19.5 and their significance rated in Table 19.6.  

Table 19.5 Historical heritage places in investigation area 

Historical heritage places Description 

RNE 3785 & B3007 (Dunmore 
Turkish Bath House 
Woolsthorpe Heywood Road, 
Broadwater) 

The Turkish bath house (built in 1866) is a rare example of a bath house built 
for a mid-19th century pastoral homestead.  
This site is considered as having State level significance, however, the bath 
house is currently in a very poor condition and is not being maintained.  

VHI D7321-0040 Landers 
Lane Dry Stone Wall 

The Landers Lane dry stone walls were once a single wall that over time has 
been impacted to create gates or has collapsed. Built in the years after 1840, 
the wall is in varying states of condition, with some well-made sections in 
excellent standing condition, while in other sections the wall has partially 
collapsed, or been reduced to one or two layers of rocks with wire fencing 
installed above it. 
The Landers Lane dry stone walls were formerly listed in the VHI but were 
de-listed (D7321-0040). They are considered to be of local historical interest 
but are not considered to be of specific archaeological significance. 

‘Hut’ site (Willatook) The ‘Hut’ site has the standing remains of a chimney and is likely to be the 
remains of a shepherd’s hut or an early dwelling. The ‘Hut’ site was not listed 
in any registers but was submitted for listing in the VHI (H7321-0104). 

‘Ruin’ (Willatook) The ‘Ruin’ site contains scattered bluestone blocks and bricks. The ‘Ruin’ site 
was not listed in any registers was been submitted for listing in the VHI 
(H7321-0105). 

 

Table 19.6 Significance assessment of historical heritage sites 

Historic place significance 
assessment 
(scores out of 10) 

Dunmore Turkish 
Bath House 
condition 

Hut site condition Ruin site condition 

Site contents score 3 1 1 

Site condition score 2 2 0 

Representativeness score 3 1 1 

Overall scientific significance (score)  8 4 2 

Overall scientific significance (rating) High Low Low 

Unlike the other historical heritage identified within the project investigation area, the Landers Lane dry 
stone wall has not been given a scientific significance rating or score as it does not satisfy all of the 
significance criteria (refer to Table 19.4). Note that for a historical heritage site to be considered significant, 
all the criteria need to be met. Walls that were previously listed in the VHI have, almost without exception, 
been delisted as they have been determined to no longer satisfy the significance criteria. Dry stone walls 
rarely contain subsurface archaeological deposits, which limits the potential research and scientific value of 
each dry stone wall. 
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 Impact assessment 

19.7.1 Impact pathways 
Historical heritage places, known and unknown, may be impacted by construction activities associated with 
the project.  

Heritage values could also be vulnerable to vibration impacts from construction activities necessary for the 
project. 

While the project has been designed to avoid heritage places where possible, situations could arise where 
accidental damage is caused to unidentified heritage values. 

19.7.2 Design mitigation  
Avoidance by design has been the primary measure to limit impacts to historical heritage values.  

As the project became aware of the locations of known and newly discovered locations containing historical 
heritage values, the design was reviewed to ensure the project did not impact these sites. The locations 
were marked in design layers to ensure avoidance as the project design developed. 

The exception to this was the design of access tracks and cable routes crossing Landers Lane impacting 
some sections of the dry stone wall (refer to Figure 19.12 for locations). The design of the access tracks 
sought to minimise the number of crossings of Landers Lane, however these impacts had to be considered 
alongside other environmental factors and safety considerations of the local road network. With 
consideration of the historical heritage values of the Landers Lane dry stone walls, the design has 
minimised the number of crossings of Landers Lane and the width of the gates required.  

The access routes to the project site have been designed to avoid construction traffic using Landers Lane 
except for crossing the road. This avoids the need for 12 metres wide access tracks that would be 
necessary at access gates to accommodate large construction vehicles turning off Landers Lane. This 
reduces the potential impacts on the Landers Lane dry stone wall from at least 12 metres at each gate to 
approximately 8 metres.  

The design of the electrical cabling routes has been developed to provide for an efficient reticulation of 
electricity from the wind turbines to the project substation. The design has sought to co-locate the access 
tracks and cable routes to minimise the impacts to environmental and heritage constraints wherever 
feasible. Where these diverge, the project has sought to maximise the efficiency of the cable route where 
the required access track network has been designed to safely accommodate construction vehicles and 
avoid traffic impacts. Impacts from the construction of these cable routes on the dry stone wall (where not 
co-located with access tracks) would be temporary, with the wall re-constructed to be consistent with the 
condition of the surrounding walls. During detailed design, the project will assess the feasibility of further 
minimising impacts to the dry stone wall in refining the project design and construction methodology. 

19.7.3 Management controls 
Where feasible, engineering design measures have been included to avoid potential impacts on historical 
heritage values. Where impacts are unavoidable, management measures are proposed to reduce each 
impact as far as is practicable.  

While the specialist assessment that underpins this chapter has sought to identify all potential heritage 
places and artefacts within the project site, it is possible that activities associated with the construction, 
operation or decommissioning of the project could impact heritage values that have not been identified by 
this assessment. 

Prior to commencement of works at individual construction locations, construction sites would be surveyed 
for archaeological places or relics. Should any items of historical heritage value be identified during 
construction that have not been previously identified, a heritage advisor would be required to assess the 
site. Following the assessment of new find, the identification of the heritage place may result in listing with 
Heritage Victoria and approval would be required for its disturbance. 
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Within the project site, unexpected historical cultural heritage is most likely to reflect types of historical 
heritage places which have already been recorded within the region (i.e., stone walls, shepherd huts etc.) 
associated with its agricultural history. 

Proposed management measures to address residual impacts on historical heritage values in the 
construction and operation phases of the project are outlined in Table 19.7. 

Table 19.7 Historical heritage management measures 

Historical heritage 
impact 

Project 
phase 

Management measures Number 

Potential for the 
project to cause 
damage to features 
of historical 
heritage 
significance 

Design With the exception of the Landers Lane dry stone wall, all 
known historical heritage places must have a 50 metre 
protection buffer applied to avoid accidental impacts 
during construction. 

HH01 

Prior to 
construction 

An Unexpected Finds Protocol would be developed prior 
to the commencement of works and incorporated into the 
Construction Environmental Management Plan. 
Site workers would be inducted as to the nature of 
unexpected finds and what action to take if any are found. 

HH02 

Construction If any unknown historical heritage sites are encountered 
during the course of construction, works would cease 
within 50 metres of the area of concern and a buffer zone 
established, and a qualified Heritage Advisor (or Heritage 
Victoria) would be contacted to investigate. 

HH03 

Impacts to dry 
stone walls 

Design Gates constructed in the Landers Lane dry stone wall 
would be no greater than 8-metre-wide. 

HH04 

Prior to 
construction 

Prior to works impacting any dry stone wall, the relevant 
planning permit(s) must be obtained from Moyne Shire 
Council. 

HH05 

Construction Where dry stone walls are impacted by the project, 
planned or accidental, and that impact is not permanently 
required (i.e., for access), the dry stone walls would be 
rebuilt to their existing condition by an experienced stone 
mason. 

HH06 

19.7.4 Residual effects 
Through the design development of the project, all known historical heritage sites have been avoided with 
exception of Landers Lane dry stone walls, and so no impacts on these historical heritage sites are 
predicted.  

Access across Landers Lane is required for the project, and access tracks are required to be 6 metres wide 
to accommodate the large cranes and oversized vehicles required to transport and erect the wind turbines. 
The access gates would therefore be required to be at least 8 metres wide to provide a safe clearance for 
vehicles using the access tracks. Impacts to the dry stone wall for the two cable crossing points not 
co-located with access tracks would be temporary and would be reinstated by a stonemason. 

The Landers Lane dry stone walls are not listed in the VHI or VHR, nor are they included in the Moyne 
Shire Heritage Overlay. However, they are covered by the Moyne Shire Planning Scheme (Clause 52.33), 
requiring a permit before works can be undertaken. Notification in writing would also be made to Heritage 
Victoria. The Landers Lane dry stone wall was formerly listed in the VHI, but along with most other dry 
stone walls, was delisted as when reviewed it did not meet the threshold of the archaeological value 
criterion for listing. Dry stone walls are a feature of many western Victoria farms and examples exist locally 
and regionally, subtracting from its archaeological value. 

There are several existing gates and gaps in the Landers Lane dry stone wall. The project considered their 
use for the project access tracks and these have been selected for use in two locations.  
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Five crossings of the Landers Lane dry stone wall for access tracks and cables are proposed, of which two 
would be rehabilitated and three would have gates installed. Figure 19.12 shows the locations where the 
project is anticipated to impact the Landers Lane dry stone walls. All planned impacts to the wall would be 
provided to Moyne Shire Council to enable them to make a fully informed decision on whether to grant a 
permit for impacts to the Landers Lane dry stone wall. 

The overall significance of project impacts on historical heritage is considered moderate for the impacts to 
the Landers Lane dry stone wall because of the construction of gates for the project access tracks, and 
minor for the temporary impacts caused by the installation of the cable route based on the magnitude and 
context of the site. 

Indirect vibration impacts to the Landers Lane dry stone wall are possible from construction activities 
occurring during the construction of access tracks and turbines near the wall, as well as the movement of 
heavy construction vehicles along access tracks near the dry stone wall. All project wind turbines are 
located more than 50 metres of Landers Lane dry stone wall, which means these impacts are highly 
unlikely. If they were to occur, the project would reinstate the wall back to a condition consistent with the 
surrounding wall.  

Following the development of the design to avoid historical heritage values where possible, the residual 
effects brought about by the construction and operation of the project are assessed as minor (for cable 
crossings) and moderate (for access gates).  

19.7.5 Impact assessment summary 
A summary of the historical heritage impact assessment is shown in Table 19.8, with the full assessment 
presented in Appendix K – Historical heritage. 
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Figure 19.12 Landers Lane dry stone walls 
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Table 19.8 Historical heritage impact assessment summary 

Historical 
heritage values 

Potential impact 
pathway 

Project phase Likely impact (magnitude, 
extent and duration) 

Mitigation Residual impact rating and 
justification 

Dry Stone Wall 
along 
Landers Lane 

Construction of 
access gates for the 
project access 
tracks on Landers 
Lane would impact 
sections of dry stone 
walls where 
permanent access is 
required. 

Construction and 
operation 

The project is proposing that the 
access tracks connecting the site 
cross Landers Lane. Three of 
these crossings would impact the 
dry stone walls to enable the 
construction of access gates and 
two crossings for cables would 
be reconstructed following 
construction. 

Access gates constructed in 
the dry stone wall would be 
limited to 8 metres in width to 
minimise the impacts to what 
is required for site access 
(HH04). 
A dry stone wall management 
plan has been prepared for 
approval by Moyne Shire 
Council and a permit would be 
obtained prior to construction 
on the dry stone walls 
commencing (HH05). 

Moderate 
While physical disturbance would be 
limited to five crossings of Landers 
Lane, the dry stone walls were 
assessed to be significant from a 
historical heritage perspective and 
therefore the impacts of the project 
installing gates in these locations 
result in an impact rating assessed as 
moderate. 

Laying of cables 
routes crossing 
Landers Lane could 
cause the 
destruction of 
sections of dry stone 
walls where cable 
routes are required. 

Construction The project requires that 
electrical cables cross Landers 
Lane in five locations. Two of 
these locations would be co-
located with one of the access 
gates and one is within an 
existing gap in the wall. 
Construction of the electrical 
cabling routes at the remaining 
two locations would cause 
temporary impacts to the dry 
stone walls in those locations. 
After the cable route is 
constructed, reconstruction of 
those sections of wall would be 
undertaken to restore the wall to 
the condition of the surrounding 
wall.  

A dry stone wall management 
plan has been prepared for 
approval by Moyne Shire 
council and a permit would be 
obtained prior to construction 
on the dry stone walls 
commencing (HH05). 
Reconstruct sections of wall 
impacted by the installation of 
the cable routes to the 
condition of the surrounding 
wall (HH06). 

Minor 
Physical disturbance of dry stone 
walls for construction of cable routes, 
would be limited to two crossings 
(separate from those locations 
affected by the construction of access 
gates above).  
The dry stone walls were assessed to 
be significant from a historical 
heritage perspective, however the 
potentially temporary nature of the 
impacts and minor scope of impact 
results in the impact rating assessed 
as minor. 
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 Conclusions 
Five sites of historical heritage value were identified in the investigation area in varying condition: two were 
previously known places and three were identified by the historical heritage assessment for the project.  

Where possible, impacts to these identified sites have been avoided through the incorporation of protection 
buffers into the project design development. Unavoidable impacts would occur to the dry stone walls along 
Landers Lane. These impacts would be minimised as much as possible and require a permit from the 
Moyne Shire Council. 

As the project has avoided impacts on all identified historical heritage places, other than the dry stone walls 
on Landers Lane, it is considered that the construction and operation of the proposed project is consistent 
with maintaining the historical heritage value of the project site.  
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